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last year (Semaine Medicale, 1891, p. 112). It was a case 
of word-blindness with total agraphia, resulting from a 
lesion exactly localized in the angular gyrus. 

Dejerine does not believe that it is an established fact 
that there is a special centre for the movements of writing 
in the second frontal convolution on the left side. The act 
of writing may be reduced by analysis to a copy of the 
optical images of letters and of words, and there is no 
proof that this act depends on a special and autonomous 
centre which plays for written language the same part as 
Broca’s con volution, for spoken language. 

As the faculty of writing is subordinated to the faculty 
of reading mentally, and is nothing but the copying of our 
images of the optical memories of letters, we may always 
expect to see agraphia appear under the following two 
principal conditions: 1. When the centre of the optical 
memory of letters is destroyed. 2. When the connection 
of this same centre with Broca’s convolution or with the 
motor zone of the superior member are interrupted. 

Luys, at the same meeting, said that it seems well 
demonstrated to-day that the faculty of speaking is inde¬ 
pendent of that of writing. It is not rare to observe the 
dissociation of these two faculties in certain insane per¬ 
sons who are not delirious when they speak, and are 
delirious when they write. The inverse may also be 
witnessed. This proves clearly that the faculty of writ¬ 
ing does not consist merely in the power of assembling 
letters, but in the psychical elaboration of words, of 
phrases, etc., of which writing is but the expression (La 
Medicine Moderne, January 24, 1892). F. H. P. 

REMOVAL OF THE TUBES AND OVARIES. 

The results of a thorough investigation of this subject 
by Wharton Sinkler, M.D., may be summed up as fol¬ 
lows : The remote effects are, as a rule, to improve nutri¬ 
tion and better the strength, especially if the operation 
has been done for diseased ovaries or pus-tubes. Excess¬ 
ive gain of flesh is rare, and change of voice, growth of 
hair upon the face, and loss of feminine characteristics 
do not occur. The sexual appetite is seldom changed 
within two or three years, but after this time it becomes 
lessened. It is often the case that after this operation 
patients are more nervous than formerly, and various 
mental disturbances, insanity and epilepsy not infre¬ 
quently follow. The influence of the operation is some- 
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times good upon insanity and epilepsy which are asso¬ 
ciated with severe dysmenorrhoea, or occur periodically at 
the menstrual epochs; but when the insanity is constant, 
although aggravated at the monthly periods, removal of 
the appendages is of no benefit. Hystero-epilepsy is 
seldom permanently cured, and prolonged after-treat¬ 
ment is generally necessary. Local pain is often not 
relieved.' Certain cases of neurasthenia, associated with 
dysmenorrhoea, or structural changes of the ovaries, are 
cured; nevertheless no such case should be subjected to 
the operation without beforehand, having the benefit of 
prolonged and patient treatment. It is unjustifiable to 
remove the ovaries and tubes in cases of neurasthenia, 
hysteria, etc., when these organs are healthy. A. F. 

A CASE OF HYSTERICAL ANURIA WITH 
URINARY EMESIS. 

Dr. Fabio Vital!, of Bologna, in the “ Bulletino delle 
Scienze Medicle” for November, 1891, reports in brief a 
case of hysteria, in which there existed urinary vomiting 
with anuria from end of March to the end of July. In 
commenting upon the case the author asserts that hys¬ 
terical anuria does not produce uraemic poisoning, because 
in these cases urea is present in infinitesmal quantities. 
The quantity of urea in the vomited matter did not surpass 
five grammes daily, neither was there an increase of urea 
iiythe circulation. He combats the theory that hysterical 
anuria is due to a spasmodic contracture of the ureters, 
but explains it as an inhibitory process of the nervous 
and secretory centres, similar to the pathogenesis of hys¬ 
terical polyuria. W. C. K. 

SUB-DURAL HEMORRHAGE. 

In the “Am. Jour, of the Med. Sciences,” February, 
1892, Bremer and Carson have a very instructive paper, 
in which the following interesting case is cited: A healthy 
man, aged twenty-one, while intoxicated, fell between the 
joists of a new building. There were no evidences of 
any serious trouble until a week later, when he suddenly 
became unconscious and fell in the street. This attack 
was of only short duration, but soon after he became 
aphasic. No signs of any external injury to the head 
could be seen. Although understanding what was said, 
he could not repeat words spoken to him. He compre- 



